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status. A person under this kind of influence deserves our compassion, not contempt. This is
why our behaviour should be directed towards perception of other people as individuals equal to
ourselves in every aspect, and protection of their dignity. It should also be oriented at creating
our own system of values so that others can perceive us as men of dignity.

Dignity stands above biological-social value. According to Rudolf Allers, different pcople
have different value but they have the same dignity (4).

Summing up, the sources of dignity are an individual’s moral strength together with his
own system of values, his active attitude to the surrounding reality and a feeling of freedom. (5)
To be free means to depend on oneself, make decisions that shape an individual with respect to
morality. This ability to form oneself is self-determination, a feature that decides about man’s
special position and his natural dignity (3). Value, material value is a feature of an object. But
dignity is part of a human being and this dignity is a value in itself, No utilitarian value should
be misinterpreted as value of man, as only man has dignity. Social utilitarian value of man has
nothing to do with personal dignity (4).

A sense of freedom is a consequence of possessing a mind which gives man domination
over the world, and this particular position of man in the world can be defined as dignity. This
constitutes elementary basis for humanistic ethics, oriented towards a human being. Ethics is a
discipline of science which shows how to behave to do good and avoid evil. Ethics places a
human being in the centre of its scope but it recognizes priority of common welfare over
individual well-being.

The object of our interest is most of all normative ethics, which deals with actual moral
attitudes, it aims at determining and justifying certain rules. It attempts to define the supreme
virtue. It discusses the problem of moral act, it asks what conditions must be met in order for
behaviour to obtain the status of a moral act. Man as a moral lawmaker was a concept
predominant in Immanuel Kant’s philosophy. He bases morality on the concept of man as a
being blessed with a mind and a free will. In his opinion, there is one categorical imperative in
interhuman relations: “*Act so as to use humanity, whether in your own person or in others,
always as an end, and never merely as a means..”. It can as well be interpreted in this way —
"Act so that the maxim may be capable of becoming a universal law for all rational beings"
(12). :
The above introduced rules of general ethics are reflected in medical ethics. A job of a
doctor is in many respects an exceptional one. It is service to other beings. using one’s own
knowledge to save other people’s health and life. Thus, the presence of ethics in medical
science is of particular importance, especially in the face of the present crisis of civilization,
which is mainly moral in nature (10). Every doctor is a human being. By doing his job and
performing his duties he does not stop to be one. He should, then, act in accordance with a
system of values based on dignity of man as a intelligent and responsiblc being. The document
that defines moral norms of doing a job of a doctor is the Code of Medical Ethics. Its Article 3
reads: “A physician shall treat patients as equals and not allow race, religion, political views or
social status to have any effect on his actions towards them.” According to Article 12, “A
physician shall treat patients with compassion and respect to their personal dignity and their
right to privacy” (8).

These statements might seem banal to some. And indeed they are commonly known.
However, are they respected? This could be answered both from the doctor’s and the patient’s
point of view. Doctors asked about their attitude towards the patients answer mostly that they
treat the patients with respect. At the same time they admit they have too little time to talk, to
keep their rclations with the patient as man rather than man as subject of their medical
examination and treatment. As for the patients’ opinions concerning their relations with the
health care workers, they are often negative. The patients complain that little attention is paid to
them by the doctors. They accuse doctors of disinterested approach to them. They complain
about not fully understanding some of the doctors’ statements when talking to them. This
dissatisfaction in patients is manifested in a number of ways: they do not follow the doctors’






