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The influence of unemployment on functioning of the family

One of the most painful social phenomena that have recently appeared in our country
is high unemployment. Lack of jobs and deteriorating living conditions constitute a serious
problem causing a range of negative consequences in individuals, families and in the social
dimension. As far as the social consequences are concerned, the effects of unemployment
incurred by the unemployed persons themselves and their families arc quite significant. The
influence of unemployment on functioning of the family is an important social problem.
significantly disorganizing its life and making it dysfunctional (1,4,9,10,13,14).

The aim of the studies was to determine the influence of unemployment on
functioning of the family with regard to the financial situation and the

relationships with other family members.

MATERIAL AND METHODOLOGY

The study was conducted in the period from April to June 2002, among 200 persons
registered in the Regional and District Employment Office in Lublin. The method of research
was a diagnostic sounding, and the techniquc was a polling questionnaire. It contained questions
concerning the material situation of the unemployed and the influence of the lack of jobs on the
atmosphere of life and the cxpenses in the family. The results were subjected to statistical
analysis.

RESULTS OF THE STUDIES AND DISCUSSION

The studied group comprised 200 unemployed persons. 51.5% of them were city dwellers,
while 48.5% of the respondents lived in the country. 63% of the examined population were
women, and 37% werc men. Among the polled people, the most numerous group were people
aged 30-39 years (36%). The second most numerous group were the unemployed aged 21-29
years (28%) and 40-49 ycars (28%), whilc the [east numerous group were people aged 50-57
years (8%). More than a half of the examined population (51.5%) were married people, while
32% remained single. 11% of the examined unemployed people were divorced and 5.5% of
them were widowed. Most of the respondents had secondary education (47%). 29% had
university cducation. Much fewer of the polled unemployed people had vocational (21%) and
primary cducation (3%). Most of the polled persons were physical workers. Among the












218 M. Latalski, T. B. Kulik, A. Pacian, H. Skorzynska, E. Rudnicka-Drozak

3. Lack of jobs and deteriorating living conditions definitely negatively
influenced the atmosphere and relationships in the family. Most often there
occurred conflicts between spouses (42%) and between parents and children.
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SUMMARY

The aim of the study was to determine the impact of unemployment on family welfare. It
was conducted between April and June 2002 among 200 unemployed registered at the Regional
Employment Bureau in Lublin. The method of choice was a questionnaire. The study results
demonstrated that the most direct consequence of unemployment is financial impoverishment.
Most participants claimed their income did not allow them to cover the basic needs. Managing a
very limited budget, they had to give up buying new clothes, more expensive food and toilet
items as well as spending money on cultural and leisure pursuits. They were unable to use paid
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medical services and to meet household payments deadlines. These consequences were borne
not only by the unemployed themselves but also by their families. Those with school children
had to cut their expenditures on education and in extreme cases the children were unable to
attend junior or senior high school. The results indicate that unemployment had a negative
impact on many different spheres of family life and in the long run it has a negative impact on
the life of the whole society.

Wplyw bezrobocia na funkcjonowanie rodziny

Celem badan bylo okreslenie wplywu bezrobocia na funkcjonowanie rodziny. Badania
przeprowadzono od kwictnia do czerwca 2002 roku wsrod 200 oséb zarejestrowanych w Rejo-
nowym i Powiatowym Urzgdzie Pracy w Lublinie. Narzgdziem badawczym byt kwestionariusz
ankicty. Wyniki badan wykazaly, ze bezposrednim skutkiem bezrobocia jest finansowe zubozenie
rodziny. Wigkszos¢ ankictowanych deklarowata, ze posiadane dochody nie wystarczaja na po-
krycie podstawowych potrzeb. Dysponujac skromnym budzetem, ankictowani rezygnowali przede
wszystkim z zakupu nowej odziezy, drozszych artykulow spozywczych, srodkéw higieny, a takze
z wydatkéw na kultur¢ i wypoczynek. Sytuacja finansowa uniemozliwiata im korzystanie z
odptatnych ustug medycznych i regularne oplacanie $wiadczen mieszkaniowych. Konsekwencje
braku pracy odczuwane sg nie tylko przez samych bezrobotnych, ale takze przez ich rodziny. Dla
uczacych sig dzieci sa to drastyczne ograniczenia przez rodzicow wydatkow zwiazanych z nauka,
a w skrajnych przypadkach ograniczenia edukacji na poziomie ponadpodstawowym. Na podstawie
przeprowadzonych wynikow badafi mozna stwierdzié, ze zjawisko bezrobocia spowodowalo
negatywne zmiany w roéznych sferach zycia rodzinnego, rzutujace w konsekwencji na poziom
zycia calego spoleczenstwa.



