








114 B. Drop, K. Sarma-Bos, A, Szabelska, P. Kleinrok, J. Borowicz

DISCUSSION

Our research shows that the most expensive medical needs of both younger and older paticnts, as
regards dental prosthetics, involve completing with fixed dental bridges and/or partial dentures especially
in lateral areas. These people are unabic to chew mostly because of missing premolar and molar teeth,
increasing this way the percentage of mastication ability loss mainly in antagonist and lateral missings
which require dentures.

It is known from the literature that the demand for particular prosthetic restoration depends on
the type of lost teeth, age group and the place of residence [5,6,7,8]. The need of fixed dentures
(dental bridges) was observed among 48.88% of pcople of the Lublin region [9] and among 18.33%
of people of the Cracow region [10]. The demand for lower jaw partial dentures was higher than
for upper partial dentures with Lublin district citizens [9], the 1.6dZ macroregion [11] as well as the
Gdansk region [12]. The individual research showed the occurrence of toothlessness in both younger
and older age groups. In the regions of Cracow and Gdansk, there were cases of patients aged 35-44
who needed complete dentures [10,12] as opposed to the Lublin region, where there were not any
cases of complete toothiessness in this age group [9].

Young people try to complete their teeth on account of the attractiveness of their appearance.
However, in older age this matter is of much less importance, mostly due to financial aspects. The
health care is limited to pain-killing through the tecth extraction.

The needs for the particular types of prosthetic restoration depend on the type of missing teeth,
age group and the place of residence.
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