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Foodborne intoxication is an acute infectious disease caused by ingestion of food con-
taminated with microorganisms or their toxins. Clinically foodborne intoxication is mani-
fested by acute gastroenteritis (10). According to causing factors, foodborne intoxications
are divided into: 1) Bacterial intoxications; 2) Intoxications caused by mushrooms;
3) Chemical intoxications; 4) Viral intoxications.

Foodborne intoxications occur in every part of the world. Comparison of incidence in
different countries is problematical due to diverse systems of notification and registration
of these infections (6). Moreover, some of the patients do not attend doctors when the
course of intoxication is mild. The disease is the biggest problem in underdeveloped
countries characterized by bad sanitary situation, however it is present also in well-devel-
oped countries (10). Only in the United States of America there are registered about 3
million cases of foodborne intoxications annually and the cost of their treatment reaches
17 billion dollars every year (1).

The aim of the paper is presentation of foodborne infections and
intoxications registered in the Lublin voivodeship in comparison with their
nationwide prevalence in the years 1980-2000. ’

MATERIAL AND METHODS ..

The analysed material comprised epidemiological data concerning the incidence rates
of foodborne infections and intoxications registered in Poland in the years 1980-2000.
The data come from health service units in the Lublin voivodeship and the whole country
that are published by the State Hygicne Office in the form of “Reports on incidence of
infectious diseases, intoxications and hospital infections”. Therc were analysed the inci-
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of cases of foodborne infections and intoxications in canteens, cafeterias and fast food
restaurants (4). Then again since the beginning of the 1990s there prevail intoxications
caused by dishes prepared and consumed in households (7).

Poland belongs to the countries characterized by one of the highest incidence rates in
Europe, although similar values are reported in Germany (9). Nevertheless the increase
in number of cases of foodborne infections and intoxications caused by Salmonellas was
registered in all European countries during the 1980s.

CONCLUSIONS

In the studied period in the Lublin voivodeship and throughout Poland
there occurred a huge increase in incidence of foodborne infections and
intoxications. Significant development in epidemics caused by Salmonella
strains to the greatest extent influenced the increase in total number of
cases of foodborne infections and intoxications. The epidemics was caused
by deterioration of sanitary situation of the country, hygiene of the society
and decline in quality of food of animal origin. The epidemiological situa-
tion of the disease in the Lublin voievodship is worse than nationwide
average.
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SUMMARY

The aim of the paper is presentation of foodborne infections and intoxications regis-
tered in the Lublin voivodeship in comparison with their nationwide prevalence in the
whole country in the years 1980-2000. The analysed material comprised incidence rates of
foodborne infections and intoxications, of which those caused by Salmonellas of animal
source, registered in Poland and in the Lublin voivodeship in the studied years. In the
analysed period in the Lublin voivodeship and throughout Poland there occurred a huge
increase in incidence of foodborne infections and intoxications. The epidemics caused by
Salmonella strains to the greatest extent influenced the increase in total number of cases
of the disease, caused by deterioration in sanitary situation of the country, hygiene of the
society and decline in quality of food of animal origin. The epidemiological situation of
the disease in the Lublin voievodship is worse than nationwidz average.

Zatrucia pokarmowe w wojewodztwie lubelskim w latach 1980-2000
w poréwnaniu z ich wystepowaniem w populacji ogdlnopolskiej

Celem pracy jest przedstawienic sytuacji epidemiologicznej zatrué pokarmowych
w wojewodztwie jubelskim w latach 1980-2000 w poréwnaniu z ich wystepowanicm w po-
pulacji ogdélnopolskiej. Material obejmowal dane dotyczace wskaZnikdw zapadalnosci na
zatrucia pokarmowe, w tym wywolane przez paleczki Salmonella pochodzenia zwierzece-
go, zarejestrowane w Polsce i w wojewédztwie lubelskim w analizowanym okresie. Zauwa-
za si¢, ze na terenic wojewédztwa lubelskiego, jak i w calej Polsce, doszlo do wzrostu
zapadalno$ci na zatrucia pokarmowe. Nastapil ogromny rozwdj epidemii bakterii z rodza-
ju Salmonella, kt6ry w najwickszym stopniu wplynat na zwigkszenie si¢ ogdlnej liczby za-
tru¢ pokarmowych. Spowodowane to zostalo pogorszeniem si¢ sytuacji sanitarnej kraju,
obnizeniem si¢ poziomu higieny w spoleczefistwie oraz niska jakoScig zywnosci pochodze-
nia zwierzgcego. Sytuacja epidemiologiczna zatru¢ pokarmowych w wojewddztwie lubel-
skim jest gorsza niz §rednia ogdlnopolska. '



