ANNALES
UNIVERSITATIS MARIAE CURIE-SKEODOWSKA

LUBLIN — POLONIA
VOL. LIV, 51 SECTIO D 1999

Miedzywydziatowa Katedra i Zaklad Zdrowia Publicznego Akademii Medycznej w Lublinie
Kierownik: prof. dr hab. Maciej Latalski

HANNA SKORZYNSKA

Evaluation of occurrences of child maltreatment
in teachers’ opinions

Ocena zjawiska krzywdzenia dzieci w opiniach nauczycieli

The fact of maltreatment is recorded in case of an intended or unintended action of the adult that
has a negative influence on the child’s health or psychophysical development. Apart from the term:
maltreatment a number of other terms are widely used: injuring, abuse, violence, harassment, ill-
treatment.

INTRODUCTION

Maltreated child syndrome was thoroughly described and defined in 1961 (3). The issue of child
maltreatment is most often classified into 4 categories: physical injuring, mental maltreatment, sexual
abuse and negligence of children’s biological or mental needs. Maltreated child syndrome was recog-
nized as a disease syndrome. It is because using different forms of violence against children has
a negative influence on their development and growth as a whole and can tigger irreversible conse-
quences in both somatic and mental health of the child (1).

The occurrences of child maltreatment happen in each country and concern all social and cultural
groups. It is estimated that from 1 to 3% of the whole population in the age of adolescence face this
problem. However, there is a number of difficulties in defining the real scale of the problem. It results
from the fact that isolated recognition of the phenomenon as it is, is very often concealed. Therefore
symptoms of maltreatment are frequently unnoticeable for the environment. Presently, a growing in-
terest in this problem is observed and detecting, prevention and therapeutic actions are being orga-
nized. The factor essential for such actions to be successful is an early recognition of symptoms of
maltreatment, securing protection for a maltreated child and a proper therapy. These actions should be
multidirectional and include people related to the child. To solve such problems as those related to:
psychology, pedagogics, sociology, medicine, criminology and law, is essential. However, the actions
are very difficult because of the restricted possibilities to interfere in family life (2, 4).
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OBJECTIVE

Tutors in educational institutions (schools, among others) play a significant
role in the recognition of child maltreatment. Every—day, long—lasting contact and
observation of the child give much opportunity to detect defects in the child’s so-
matic and mental state that may suggest the case of maltreatment. Therefore the
aim of the study carried out among teachers was the evaluation of the level of
knowledge about maltreated child syndrome and methods of prevention.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The research was carried out in the form of a standardized survey question-
naire. It consisted of 20 questions, including 11 one—choice questions and 9 questions
that require one or more answers. The questions concerned issues of occurrences
of child maltreatment and preventing actions. The survey included 141 teachers
from schools in Lublin and near Lublin chosen at random. It was carried out from
April to June 1999. The collected data underwent statistic analysis.

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

In the group of 141 teachers taking part in the survey the large majority were women (87.2%).
The percentage of men in the group was 12.8%. The teachers from primary schools in Lublin consti-
tuted 51.85 of the whole group. 48.2% of the surveyed group were teachers from primary schools in
villages near Lublin. The age of the subjects was between 21 and 61. The largest group was constituted
by people between 36 and 45 (46.1%). The percentage of the teachers aged 21 to 35 was 27.7% and
26.2% of the subjects were above 46. As a result of such a division of age groups, the teachers who
have got along teaching experience were the majority. Those who have worked for 10 years constitut-
ed 27.7% of the subjects, teachers working from 11 to 20 years — 47.5% and above 21 years — 24.8%
of the whole. The first thing to do was to define the level of teachers’ knowledge of maltreated child
syndrome on the basis of their own, subjective views. 61.7% of the subjects claimed that they were
able to recognize the syndromes. The remaining group did not give a positive answer. 7.1% of them
gave a definite negative answer, and the remaining 31.2% of the subjects answered that they might be
able to detect symptoms of violence towards the child but only after a more thorough examination of
the problem.

61.7% of the surveyed group of the teachers admitted that they observed the cases of using differ-
ent forms of violence towards the children during their professional career. 35.5% of the whole had
nothing to do with such cases in their classes but they did not pay special attention to them. In the view
of 54.6% of the teachers the occurrences of such cases are quite rare and according to 7.1% of the
group they occur frequently. The remaining teachers were not able to give their opinions on the sub-
ject. Among their students all known forms of maltreatment were observed as presented in Figurel.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. A considerable number of teachers recognize different forms of child mal-
treatment and its health consequences. The most frequently observed category of
maltreatment is negligence of biological and mental needs.We can also trace symp-
toms and consequences of physical and sexual violence but they are less frequent.

2. At the base of the occurrences of adults’ violence towards the children there
are mainly social pathologies such as alcoholism in family, family conflicts, in-
complete family or less frequently — mental disease and unreasonable ambitions
and requirements of the parents.

3. On account of the scale of this issue there is a necessity to prepare teachers
for solving this sort of problems.
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STRESZCZENIE

Celem pracy byla ocena skali wystgpowania zjawiska krzywdzenia dzieci wedlug obserwacji
nauczycieli. Z racji dlugotrwatych kontaktéw z dzie€mi majg oni szans¢ wykrycia r6znych przeja-
wow przemocy dorostych w stosunku do dzieci. W badaniach ankietowych uczestniczyto 141 nauczy-
cieli szkét podstawowych Lublina i okolic. Znaczna czg$¢ ankietowanych obserwuje wsréd swoich
uczniéw przypadki réznych form krzywdzenia dzieci, w tym najczgsciej obserwowane s3 przejawy
zaniedban w zakresie potrzeb bytowych i wychowawczych. Okolo 50% pedagogéw dostrzega przy-
padki maltretowania psychicznego oraz fizycznego dzieci, a 12% badanych zna przypadki dzieci,
bedace ofiarami wykorzystywania seksualnego. Ze wzgledu na powazne nastgpstwa stosowania prze-
mocy dia rozwoju psychofizycznego miodych ludzi nalezy uzna¢ to zjawisko za istotne zagrozenie
zdrowotne miodej populacji.






