Policy Analysis in Argentina. Nelson Cardozo
& Pablo Bulcourf (Editors) (2023) Bristol:
Policy Press & Bristol University Press, ISBN
9781447364900, pp. 370.

Analisis de politicas en Argentina. Nelson Cardozo & Pablo
Bulcourf (Editores) (2023) Bristol: Policy Press & Bristol
University Press, ISBN 9781447364900, pp. 370.

This book provides an overview of the state of research on the state, adminis-
tration and public policies in Argentina, taking into account what is produced
in different institutional spaces (Bourdieu, 2008). Universities, research cen-
ters, the different spheres of the state itself and the different civil society orga-
nizations that are oriented towards it are taken as axes. This allows for a broad
map of the complexity of the issue to be shown. At the same time, the book
offers a comparative perspective, since it is part of a much larger collection of
twenty volumes to date.

In 2013, Policy Analysis in Brazil was published, the first of the books that
will integrate the collection of the International Library of Policy Analysis
under the general direction of Iris Geva-May and Michel Howlett, outstan-
ding Canadian specialists in the field. After the first volume, further volumes
were published for Germany, the Netherlands, Japan, Taiwan, Australia, Israel,
Czech Republic, Mexico, Belgium, France, Canada, USA, Turkey, Colombia,
Ireland, Spain, South Korea and Thailand.

Ten years later, Policy Analysis in Argentina appears in a very special con-
text. In a broad sense, the country celebrated forty years of democracy. Secon-
dly, fifty years had passed since the creation of the National Institute of Public
Administration (INAP). As for political science, the 27" World Congress of
Political Science of the International Political Science Association (IPSA) was
held in Buenos Aires, where Policy Analysis in Argentina was presented for the
first time, with the special participation of Iris Geva-May herself.

In the last decade, a space rich in reflections on the development of the so-
cial sciences has been built, and within these studies, political science has been
occupying a prominent place. Although administration and public policies
are a field of confluence of different fields of knowledge such as economics,
management sciences, administrative law, psychology and sociology of orga-
nizations, among others, it is true that political science has been the discipline
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that has been monopolizing these spaces, as can be seen by analyzing the di-
fferent books in the collection. At the international level, part of this process
has had the IPSAs RC30 Comparative Public Policy, as well as the creation
of the International Public Policy Association (IPPA) as the main nodes of
articulation. In Ibero-America, the Latin American Center for Development
(CLAD) and the research groups of the Latin American Association of Poli-
tical Science (ALACIP), as well as the Inter-American Network of Public Ad-
ministration Education (INPAE) are important. In Argentina we can mention
the Argentine Association of Public Administration Studies (AAEAP) and the
Argentine Society of Political Analysis (SAAP). The different National Institu-
tes of Public Administration or their equivalents also constitute a fundamental
network that articulates with governmental spheres (Bulcourf, 2003).

This has allowed building a complex cartography of the field from nume-
rous specific research and publications (Geva-May et al., 2018; Cardozo et
al., 2021; Bentancur et al., 2021; Cardozo, 2023). The density of works gives
rise to some critical and reflective visions that in addition to describing the
main actors, institutions, networks and academic production also attempts to
establish the different models and professional profiles, as well as the power
relations and the forms of construction of prestige and the granting of resour-
ces not only concerning administration and public policies but in a broader
aspect of the social sciences (Ravecca, 2019; Capano & Verzichelli, 2023). In
some of the Latin American cases, these disciplinary studies were guided by
the Manifiesto de Popaydn, mainly the book we are commenting on (Manifesto
de Popayan, 2017).

The structure of the book has five sections that also allow a diachronic
comparative work between the different countries that are incorporated into
the collection. We begin with “The theories, styles, and methods of policy
analysis”, focusing on the conceptual debates and existing theoretical tradi-
tions. We continue with “Policy analysis by governments, analyzing the diffe-
rent levels (national, subnational and communal). “Internal policy advisory
councils, consultants, and committees” is the third area of inquiry, which deals
with the production of policy analysis by government advisory bodies and
special committees. The fourth level “Parties, private research centers, and in-
terest group-based policy analysis” is introduced in the different NGOs and
associations of the third sector. Finally, we find “Academics, teaching and po-
licy analysis in universities” where the educational level and the teaching of
public policy analysis are addressed.

We must also understand the book in particular and the entire collection
within a process of specialization and deepening of knowledge, in which a net-
worked construction of the field of knowledge is increasingly present, partly
due to technological development and computer and communication scien-
ces. This process accelerated under the conditions of the COVID19 pandemic
and Policy Analysis in Argentina is a notorious example of this. The book in
question has 21 chapters and 35 authors. It is worth noting the geographical



and institutional breadth as well as gender equity. In this sense, a feature that
characterizes the work is the theoretical-methodological plurality that also
expresses a characteristic of the country’s social sciences. Thus, we find the
contributions of: Daniel Garcia Delgado, Mabel Thwaites Rey, Vanesa Ciolli,
Horacio Cao, Gustavo Blutman, Rita Grandinetti, Exequiel Rodriguez, Ana-
bela Rosconi, Cristina Diaz, Silvio Crudo, Maria Del Mar Monti, Juan Igna-
cio Doberti, Dante Sabatto, Melina Levy, Gerardo Izzo, Luz Piraino Martinez,
Diego Pando, Adridan Darmohraj, Pablo Bulcourf, Natalia Galano, Guillermi-
na Curti, Karina Montes, Gabriela Mansilla, Sergio Agoff, Maximiliano Cam-
pos Rios, Alejandro Estévez, Natalia Staiano, Pablo Lozada, Nelson Cardozo,
Paola Ferrari, Melina Guardamagna, Gonzalo Diéguez, Demian Gonzalez Ch-
mielewski, Silvia Fontana, Sofia Conrero and Oscar Oszlak.

The range of institutions represented by these people is very wide, if we
take into account their institutional affiliations and the exercise of undergra-
duate and graduate teaching. The University of Buenos Aires, the main hig-
her education institution in the country, is represented by two relevant fa-
culties, the Faculty of Economics and the Faculty of Social Sciences. Other
universities include the National University of Rosario, National University of
Quilmes, the National University of Cuyo, the National University of Lomas
de Zamora, the National University of Entre Rios, the Catholic University of
Cordoba, the University of San Andrés, the Torcuato Di Tella University, the
Argentine University of Enterprise (UADE) and the Metropolitan University
for Education and Work.

One of the distinctive elements of the book, in comparison to other volu-
mes in the collection, is the relevance of the theory of the State as an element
that expresses this problem for the social sciences of the country and that has
been developing since the middle of the last century, articulating public law,
political sociology and later political science in Argentina. This allowed the
construction of original analytical frameworks that are addressed throughout
several of the chapters (Bulcourf & Cardozo, 2021).

Given the characteristics of the book in terms of its thematic scope, num-
ber of authors and institutional affiliation, as well as the international relevan-
ce of the collection to which it belongs, we can argue that Policy Analysis in
Argentina is one of the most relevant works related to political science that has
been carried out during the democratic period in Argentina.
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INFORMACION PARA LOS AUTORES

De acuerdo con la politica editorial de Anuario Latinoamericano - Ciencias
Politicas y Relaciones Internacionales, en la revista se publicaran articulos cien-
tificos en espaniol e inglés.

La aceptacidn de los textos para su publicacion depende de la positiva eva-
luacién por dos expertos externos segun el sistema de doble anonimato.

Los autores que deseen colaborar en nuestra revista deben cenirse a los
siguientes requisitos formales y editoriales:

1. El formato *.docx, *.doc o *.rtf,; la extension maxima del texto de 40 000
caracteres, junto con notas a pie de pagina y referencias bibliograficas; las
resefias de libros no deben exceder 10 000 caracteres; fuente tipo Times
New Roman, 12 puntos en el cuerpo del texto y 10 puntos en las notas de
pie de pagina y referencias bibliograficas; interlineado 1.5.

2. El articulo debe ser dividido en secciones, incluida la introduccién y las
conclusiones. Los titulos de las secciones del texto se alinearan a la izquier-
da, sin numeracién ni tabulado. La introduccion del articulo debe pro-
veer al lector de los siguientes datos: importancia del tema, antecedentes
conceptuales o histéricos del tema, definicién del problema, objetivos que
deben estar en sintonia con la pregunta de investigacion. En las siguientes
secciones se exponen: métodos, resultados y conclusiones.

3. El titulo del articulo en el idioma del articulo y en inglés, el nombre y el
apellido del autor, la afiliacién institucional y su direccién postal, la direc-
cion del correo electrénico institucional, una breve informacién sobre el
autor, el nimero de identificacién del autor ORCID.

4. Elresumen (de 600 caracteres maximo) en el idioma del articulo y otro en
inglés, o en espafol (en caso del articulo escrito en inglés); palabras clave
(4-6) en el idioma correspondiente, separadas por comas. El resumen debe
expresar claramente el objetivo principal del estudio y la hipétesis plantea-
da, exponer todos los aspectos esenciales de la metodologia y materiales
usados para la investigacion, describir los principales resultados, indicar
con precision las conclusiones.

5. Las referencias bibliograficas deben atenerse a las normas de publicacion
de la APA y seran listadas en el orden alfabético. La descripcion debe in-
cluir: el apellido y el inicial del nombre del autor/los autores; el afio de
publicaciéon entre paréntesis; el titulo de la obra en cursiva; el lugar de edi-
cién; el nombre del editor; el nimero del volumen y el nimero DOI en el
caso de las publicaciones que lo poseen.

Ejemplos:

Libros:

Mainwaring, S. & Pérez-Lifian, A. (2013). Democracies and Dictatorships in

Latin America. Emergence, Survival, and Fall. New York: Cambridge Univer-

sity Press.
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Capitulos de libros:

Alcantara Séez, M. & Tagina, M. L. (2011). Las elecciones del bicentenario:

un andlisis comparado. En M. Alcantara Saez, M. L. Tagina (Eds.), América

Latina: politica y elecciones del bicentenario (2009-2010) (pp. 1-30). Madrid:

Centro de Estudios Politicos y Constitucionales.

Articulos en revistas:

Altman, D. (2005). Democracia directa en el continente americano: ;Autole-

gitimacién gubernamental o censura ciudadana?. Politica y Gobierno, vol. XII,

no. 2, pp. 203-232.

Documentos electrénicos:

Shifter, M. (19 de agosto de 2011). Liderazgo politico y gobernabilidad democra-

tica en América Latina y Colombia. Los desafios de la democracia en América

Latina. Inter-American Dialogue. Recuperado el 15 de mayo de 2015, de http://

www.thedialogue .org/page .cfm?pageID=32&pubID=2080&mode=print

6. Lasnotas de caracter explicativo o polémico deben situarse al pie de pagina;
las referencias bibliograficas en el cuerpo del texto deben colocarse entre
paréntesis e incluir el apellido del autor, el afio de publicacion e indicar la
pagina (Altman, 2005, p. 203) / las paginas (Altman, 2005, pp. 203-232)7.

7. Las citas textuales que tienen menos de 40 palabras se escriben inmersas
en el texto y entre comillas, sin cursiva. Las citas que tienen mas de 40 pa-
labras se escriben aparte del texto, con sangria izquierda aplicada al parrafo
y sin comillas ni cursivas en letra Times New Roman 11.

8. Los graficos y las tablas deben ser editables y preparados en el formato MS
Windows.

Los articulos deben ser enviados a través de la plataforma electronica de la revista
(https://journals.umcs.pl/al/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions)

y ala direccion electronica de la editora jefa Profa. Dra. Katarzyna Krzywicka
katarzyna. krzywicka@umecs.edu.pl y anuario.latinoamericano@umcs.pl

La oficina de la Redaccion se ubica en:
Facultad de Ciencias Politicas y Periodismo
Universidad Maria Curie-Sklodowska
Gleboka 45, oficina A.5.61

20-612 Lublin, Polonia



GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

In accordance with the editorial policy, the scientific journal Anuario Latino-
americano — Ciencias Politicas y Relaciones Internacionales will publish scho-
larly papers in Spanish and English.
The submitted texts will be approved for publication after the positive re-
view by two external experts through the double-blind peer review process.
The articles should fulfil the following formal and editorial requirements:

1. The text should be in *.docx, *.doc or *.rtf. format; the length of the
article should not exceed 40 000 characters, including footnotes and bi-
bliographic references; in case of book reviews the size should be of up
to 10 000 characters; font: Times New Roman, size of the body of the text
12 points, size of the footnotes and bibliographic references 10 points;
1.5 line spacing.

2. The article should be divided into sections, including an introduction and
conclusions. The titles of the sections of the text will be aligned to the left,
without numbering or tabulation. The introduction of the article should
provide the reader with the following information: importance of the to-
pic, conceptual or historical background of the topic, definition of the pro-
blem, objectives that should be in tune with the research question. The
following sections explain methods, results, and conclusions.

3. Thetitle of the article in the language of the article and in English; the name
and surname of the author; the institutional affiliation with postal address
and institutional e-mail address; brief information on the author; the au-
thor identification number ORCID.

4. The abstract (of up to 600 characters) should be written in the language of
the article and in English (in Spanish, if the article is in English); keywords
(4-6) in the respective language, separated by commas. The abstract should
clearly express the main objective of the study and the hypothesis propo-
sed. It should also state all the essential aspects of the methodology used
for the investigation as well as describe the main results and indicate the
conclusions accurately.

5. The bibliographical references must follow the rules of APA format and
must be listed in alphabetical order; each entry should include: surname
and first name initial of the author/authors; year of publication given in pa-
rentheses; title of the work in italics; place of publication; name of the edi-
tor; volume number as well as DOI number in case of publications which
have it allocated.

Examples:

Books:

Mainwaring, S. & Pérez-Lifian, A. (2013). Democracies and Dictatorships in

Latin America. Emergence, Survival, and Fall. New York: Cambridge Univer-

sity Press.
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Chapters in books:

Alcantara Séez, M. & Tagina, M. L. (2011). Las elecciones del bicentenario:

un andlisis comparado. In M. Alcantara Sdez, M. L. Tagina (Eds.), América

Latina: politica y elecciones del bicentenario (2009-2010) (pp. 1-30). Madrid:

Centro de Estudios Politicos y Constitucionales.

Articles in journals:

Altman, D. (2005). Democracia directa en el continente americano: ;Autole-

gitimacién gubernamental o censura ciudadana? Politica y Gobierno, vol. XII,

no. 2, pp. 203-232.

Electronic documents:

Shifter, M. (August 19, 2011). Liderazgo politico y gobernabilidad democrati-

ca en América Latina y Colombia. Los desafios de la democracia en América

Latina. Inter-American Dialogue. Retrieved May 15, 2015, from http://www.

thedialogue.org/page.cfm?pageID=32&pubID=2080&mode=print

6. The footnotes of explicative or discursive character should be written at
the bottom of the page; the biographical references inserted into the text
should be given in parentheses and must contain the name of the author,
year of publication and page number (Altman, 2005, p. 203) / pages num-
ber (Altman, 2005, pp. 203-232).

7. Textual quotations which have less than 40 words, are written immersed
in the text and enclosed in double quotation marks, without italics. Quotes
that have more than 40 words are written apart from the text, with left in-
dentation applied to the paragraph and without quotation marks or italics
in Times New Roman 11.

8. Diagrams and tables should be editable and prepared in the format compa-
tible with MS Windows.

The materials should be sent to the journal’s electronic platform
(https://journals.umcs.pl/al/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions )

and the e-mail address of the Editor-in-Chief Prof. Dr. Katarzyna Krzywicka
katarzyna.krzywicka@umcs.edu.pl and anuario.latinoamericano@umcs.pl

The Editorial Office is located in:

Faculty of Political Science and Journalism
Maria Curie-Sklodowska University
Gleboka 45, room A.5.61

20-612 Lublin, Poland
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